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Letters 



Si,, TREETHOUGHT 

Just a line to tell you that the article 
"Women and Rationalism' 1 by Ms. Margaret 
Dhatty rREETHOUGHT January 78) was 
indeed superb. Congratulations* 

M,K, Rathish, Bangalore. 

Sir, 

I would like to give a suggestion, IF yoj 
serialise the autobingr<ipbi;s of eminent 
Rationalists :ike Bcrtrand Russell, ingersoll, 

R N Paranjpye and Gora, It will be inspiring 
to the young renders, 

T. R. Janardanan, Bombay 

MONARCHY'S OBSCURANTISM 

Sir, 

All human beings worth the name tvill be 
shocked at the news of the execution of Saudi 
Arabian Princess and her commoner husband 
before the public gaae (vide 'The Hindu ■ dt. 
24-1—78). - 

It is incredible that such inhuman law- 
stoning to death for marrying a eommoter— 

still exists even aFier centuries of civilisatioc. 

The only grievous fault they committed was 
that they loved each other defying the r 
' code \ 

The world, alas. "ias not so fir raised any 
piotet igaftut this murder of a democratic 
right. Has the human heart become bereft 
of nobler feeling: f 

A- Sivalingam, Truchy 11, 

€ I 

TEST FOR REASON 

Sir, 

Cn going through * Test for reason no 4' 
crRrETllOUGm— Jun .78). I was reminded 
of the following joke; 

A ccuil jester ence displeased the king 
and he was ordered to be put to death. How- 
ever? sice? thfl jcFter was the king** favoi-riJe, 



he was given a choice as to the mode of 

death. 

The king said " you can make a ay state- 
mem that you like, If you spsak the truth 
you will be hanged ; if you tie, you will be 

shot." 

1 ie court jester escaped scot free by 
saying ' I shall be shot ." 

G> K, Mcnon. Ahmedabad. 



HARASSFD TEACHBR 

Sir, 

I am a secondary school teacher working 
In Bharati Bidya Peetha, Gsnjsm District of 
Oiissa. In almost ail the schools of Orissa 
ihere is a prayer class before the classes begin, 
in my school also there is a prayer dass where 
all the teachers and students have to assemble 
and recite prayers to Lord Jagannath or to 
other Pagan Gods, But being a s'.aunch 
believer in positive atheism, I do not like to 
attend the prayer class and recite prayers to 
Lord Jagannathor other god* Moreover, I 
do not like to take active part la ihe obser- 
vance of the Sarnnwati Puja and tie Ganeth 
Fuja in the schools. So t have become the 
eyesore of the present Head Mailer of my 

school who is a staunch devotee »f Sfli Raba- 

He compels me- to take part in the 
religious rites of the schosl and has started 
harassing me In granting casual leave, drawing 
regu'ar monthly salary, sanctioning incrsmsnt 
etc. 

Shall 1 be wrung u request you to solve 
a poor atheist from the clutches o* the Pas?ns 
by communicating either with the inspector 
of Schools, Ganjim Circle, Berhampur, 
Ganjam (Orissal or with the Addl. D sector 
of Pubic Instructions (schaolsj, Orissa, 
Bhu banes war to do the needful in this regard? 

Pita has Mo'aanty, Ganjam, 

tHie President of IRA has 
already written to the DPI Bhuba- 
neswar pointing oul that the spirit of 
our coustiluliuii will be violated by 
such harassment. — Bditoi 
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
"The young mind is a torch to 
be lighted and sot a vessel to be 
filled •' 

— A Ukranian proverb. 
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STORES OF KINQS AND QODS 

In the past, there was an abundance of 
stories on kings, court intrigues, dynastic 
fights, forcible annexation of land, royal lev* 
and sirrilar themes, Interest in such themes 
seems to wane though anachronistic monar- 
chies rainiK! nr plus their powers persist in 

some parts of the world. It is time tae last 
of them passed into the realm of bygone 

days. 

Stories of godt and kings (like Rams- 

yana) are used to indoctrinate youth, to sap 
their curiosity and energy and ensure their 
subordination Our objection to tie epic is 
not as a piece af artistic poetry. We 
strongly protest against the illegitimate use 
aaade of It (by deliberate distortions, false- 
hood and exaggeration) to aid reaction. We 
can alsc appreciate the flight of imagination 
of a poet sr in author. But we cannot 
tolerate the subtle subjugation of the intellect 
of the p=3ple to fate and ■ karma * to benefit 
the privileged few— thro'-igh such epj;s*. 

In India the march of history has not 
had its fuli impact. A criminal tot of 

colossal waste af over rupees one era re has 
been perpetrated ia the nunc of Yagna * 
with the active participation of reactionary 
ministers, A ' ahiect Minister has been- told 
in uo unucitaiu terms tha;, iuspite of ais 
exalted position, he remains an "unloucha 
Brahminism at its worst is at play. 

Will it be the last flicker before it fades 
out F Or, are they deriving sustenance from 
abroad, for ends political ? Will we have to 
slide back by several decades so that we deal 
a death blow to religious fanatics, Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian and Sikh alike who seem 
to have pined hands with a sinister 
motive ? 
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What great men say abuul Hiieaiaoa ? 



"The Ramsyana and the Mahabharita deal with the days of Jado- Aryans, their conquests 
aad civil wars. 

"1 do not think I evsr attached very much imporanca to theia itoriet as factually true 
and I even criticised the mag'.cal and supernatural tlcuent iq therjj. But they were imagi- 
natively true enough forme jnst as were the stories from the ARABCAN NIGHTS or the 
FANCHATHANTRA" 

Mr, Jawaharlal Dchru 
(in DUcovery of India) 



My Rama is not that Rama of the Ram ay ana*' 

Mr. Muhaudas Karacacaaad Oandhl- 



"The Ratn legend" looks like a blend of three distinct itories without any historicity pnt 
togclhcr at different times (the Ay odhya intrigue and the bin i9& men* of Ram, the abduction 
of Slta and her recovery by Ratn an J episode of the moiiey princes) and seems to aave grown 
up in Eastera India, with an Aujtic background but htcr it was re-edited is a national poem 
within the gorgeous frame work of the composite and highly complex rfinda civilizatioc of 

2C*6 ycBta ago". 

Lata Dr. S. K, ChaUerjee, 



"Ira Ramavana i aits present form seems to be tha ancient legend of Rimj'a exploits 
•etoid by the poets who sang the praises of Samudrs G ipti's triumphal progress in tde foot- 
Steps of the Aryan hero". 

H. r\ rfivell (In the Historjr mi Aryan Sul« in India') 



1 It is possible r.o rewrite Racuayan ,.*• after all it is Ml a book of history. It is a Action 

— Viooba Bhavt 



Ra m aya n a contains no all aeory at all, but is based on) Indian Mythology. 

—Prof. Jacobi 



$* FHEETHOUGHT 



WAS RAMA VIRTUOUS ? 



Rama acquiesced himself in all the devices 
which space his father was making to crown 
him i a the absence of Bharatha. 

He mournfully revealed to his mother: 
It bas been ordained that I have to lose the 
kingdom, forgo the princely comforts and 
the tasteful meat-dishes, and to go to the 
forest to eat vegetables and fiuits " (Ayo 
dhya Kandam, 20th Chapter). 

In ihc forest he told Lukshrauua. " As 
our father ha* grown old and infirm and aa 
wc have also come to the fcrest Bbaratba 
with his wife will be ruling over Ayodbya 
joyful Jy without any opposition " (Ayor.bya 
Kandam, 53rd Chapter) This brings to light 
his innate baseness, ambition to capture the 
throne and jealousy. 
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Tie called his father " a fool, an idiot ' ! 
f/Ayodhya Kanda, 53rd Chapter). 

When Rama reached outskirts of Ayodhi 

he sent Hanuman to Bbaratha to inform him. 
" I have come with a great force sod also 
with Vibhishna and Sugrtva. Then observe the 

impressions ia his face and also the steps he 
hurries up to take soon on hearing this. 
because h is hard For anyone to relinquish the 
pleasures and the luxuries which Aycdhya 
inds with " CI inter 17, Uttara Kan- 
da ni i. 

He made friends with Suanva and 

Vibishna knowing thai they wer« knives and 

that tbey approached hi m with the treacherous 

iitention to kill ;heir brothers and usurp the 

, throte. 

He stealthily killed Vail who hsc" dona 
him no hqrm, fin tn behind for the take of 
Vali*s disloyal brother- This Rama who had 
not dared biraself to Seat face to face with 
van is hailed as a hero by the ignorant and 
greatly n raited by the Brahmins iy edding 
greater emphasis, 

While tilling Vali, Rama juitified m 
action by explaining to him (Vali} that ihe 
rule of * Dharma need net be adhered to in 
the case of beasts" and jet Rama killed 
Vali on the grouad that Vali had not 
conducted himself a* a rational 

■ ought to. Without making any attempt 
to get the explanation of Vali far charges 
levelled against Vali, Rama killed Vali relying 
wholly on the ward cf tje selfish Sugrivu 

ON WOMEN : 

Ran a iasullcd women, thus "Women 

should cot be trusted," and •• Secrets at* 

e confided to wife" (Ayodhya Kandam. 
Chapter ■ 100). (Contd. on paga«o) 
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Statue is holier 
than a human 

being! 

B^ Dp S D. sudarsanom. 



In January '78 the Jtatue of Di. Sam- 
pti rnanand was unveiled by the Defence 
Minister, Mr. Jaj-jivan Ram in Vara nasi. 
Because he belongs to an 'untouchable' caste 
of Hindu religion it was taken that he 
polluted the statue Immediately Suddhi or 
Purification ceretnoney was performed by 
Hirdu priests with Ganga *?at«r. Suddhi 
ceremony is a bogus thing as It cannot change 
an atom of the original substance. It 
not the statue that was polluted but the brains 
of the people who conducted the Suddhi 

atony. Their brains were polluted by 
traditional superstitions. Hence their brains 
should be washed with rationajism ! 



This Suddhi ceremony incident was 
bought to the notice of Lok Sab ha and Rajya 
Sabha' There was uproar and pandemonium 
in both the Sabhas for the insult heaped oa 

the Ocfcnuc Minister and indirectly on all 

' Harijarjs." Political parties are also involved 

10 this afft-ir The Congress leaders say that 
sone groups In Janata Party l.e* Jana&angh 
and R. S. S. have got a hani in the Suddhi 
Ceremony Janata Party leaders say that 
Congress people are behind this Suddhi Cere- 
mony. All persona including the priest; 

>lved in this Suddhi Ceremony are 11 
for pjnishment under the Uut&iiebabiHty 
Act. It i3 tha duty of the .neat to 

investigate the matter and punish the con- 
cerueci persons under the Act. 

Religions and castes are the rutin CaUta 
for many feuds and wars. When the) are 
endangering the social unity and peace of 
the country why can't the government ban 
religions and castes in India ? It is high 
time that these two malignant turnouts 
(Religion and Caste) are removed from the 
body of Outlier India to keep her in a healthy 
condition. > 






(*fri!»Kiiit&*Ti rjks*' StfcetsSWi-t.'if 

\»llt*t.ar tMM£e*4T/tfC TMJSl^/ 




WAS RAMA 



BORN TO 



DASARATHA ? 



(Please see page 74) 
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FREETICIC T 



BUDDHIST 
RAMAYANA 



a iked astrologers when he would die- They 

told him that he would die twelve years after- 
wards. Now Dashaiatha told his sons, 
" Rule the kingdom after twelve years.'* Sit a 
too got her father's permission to accompany 
then- All the throe now started for the 
jungle. Many otheri wanted to accompany 

them but they were turned sack by them (the 

three). The three reached the Himalayas and 
lived there in an Ashram, 

Das s r atria '* death 

After aine years, Dasharatlit dies of 
sorrow.* The queen Gills to gel her ion 

Dharata installed on the throne as the minis 

and tihirata himself oppose ier. Then 
Bharata gathers his fbfcei dad takes them to 

Rtio. He wants to induce Rim to return to 

the Kingdom. Leaving ihc forces in the 
neighbourhood, Bharat in company of chosen 
ministers approaches Ran in the Ashram. 
Ram is alone at that tinae. Blma'.a nirrates 
how his father died and starts weeping Ram 
Pandit neither feels sorrow nor weeps. 

In the evening Lakshtriana and Sita, too, 
came back to the Ashram. Hearing the news 

s I. Where were the calculations of the astrologers who cheat the people in a pious 
way by putting distorted pictures of the future! 

Longevity of Astronomical Proportions 

The Ramayana mentions that people in those days had greal longevity. They lived 
thomands of years, Ka-na is said to have reigned for 11,000 years Dasaratha is rep resected 
tn have reigned 60,000 years. In th*? Uttara ICands there is a story of a Brahmin's ;cn who 
was merely 5,000 years old and had not yet attained boyhood- 

Hanuman who remained more than 11,000 years with Rama, die no: dis even in the 
transitory period which followed 1 be Tret i yuga and preceded The Dwapura yuga. He met 
Rheema Sen in Dwapara yuga, (He exhibited his strength to the latter when the latter failed 
to lift his tail.) 

Keeping all these foots in view, the age of Hanuman was 10,000 +■ 11,000 + 100 =- 
2l,10O years at least, thougb doe to Jack of relevant material the years intervening the 
suicide of Ram and, the beginning of Dvapara yuga is omitted. Nor do we know how many 
years of Ova para yuga elapsed by the time he met Bheem Sen. The** years too. have 
been omitted while calculating the age of Hanuman. 



Prof SUREHDRA AJNAT 



According to the Dasharath Jttafc, the 
Buddhist Ramayana, King Dashsrath wba 
ruled in Varanasi had three offsprings from 

his first major queen : two sons (Rsm Pandit 
and Lakshman j and one daughter fSita Devi) . 
Anotner queen was o:ade the major queen on 
the thatb of ".he first one, One son ( Bharata 
Kurmr) was bora to the new cueen. 
Dashjrafha promised a boon to the queen on 
occasion. When Bh»rata was seven 

years' old. the queen nked Dushj,rathu to 

declare him his heir- Dasharatha declined to 
oblige. But when the queen started pre 
her pot i everyday, DasharatJB (afraid Of 
intrigues*, called his elder sons and adviied 
ii to live in a jungle and to return on his 
death to rule the kingdom. Then Dasharatha 
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of their father's death, they feel great sorrow- 
Ram Pandit gives them a religious discourse 

on the inevitable d;ath of everything. Hear- 
ing this discourse, everyone becomes fire from 
sorrow. 

Ram declines B ha rata 's invitalioD to 
come back and rule by raying : M was asked 
hy my father to rifle the kingdnm after twelve 
ye&rs. If f return r : ow, 1 will be disobeying 
him. 1 will come alter three years'. 



Bharata, Laksbrnana aad Sits, accom- 
panied by other men, return to the kingdom, 
with the i:ras.s-;-arida]s- Ministers rule with 
the help of the^e sandal Whenever any 

injustice i:. ■Janet the sandals strike each- 
ether- They kces calm, if jastite i« adminic- 
le red correctly. 



Brother marries lister 



Clapping Sandals After three years, R*i» Pandit returns 

When Bhtrata too declines to rule, Ram and marries his sister Sita. After ruling for 

gives him his gras^-s^ndals, saying : " These over sixteen thousand years in an idea! retigi- 

will rule till 1 come back * ous way, Ram goes to heavea. 



AMOROUS RAMA 

In Hemachnndra's Jain Ramayan, Ram has fourwiv*?,. In Valmjki, 
Ram has or.lv Sita as his wife, but enjoys many other women- Vnlmikt 
describes a scene in :be pleasure gardens of A wltfflin he says Ram, 

woo kuew how to please everyone, indulged in amorous acts with several 
women. 



Is Ramayana one Stnry ? 

Comment in: Ram legend, Late Dr. 3. K. Chatterjee said -■ 

he R*m tegen i ].- :a Mend of three distinct Storifi iy Historicity 

put together at different times T ihya Intrigue and ihe banishment of Ram ; the 

abduction of Sita aniher recovery by Ram: and episode of the monkey princes all seem to 
have grown uMn Eastern India. lAustric background but liter it was re-edited as a 

natioi.al poem v, gorgeous fiuuewor* of the sits and highly complex. Hindu 

civilization o" 2.000 yeara ago " 



On Oldest Aircraft 



We read in the Ramayana of Pushpaka Vimana, 
wherein there were big palaces made of precious stones, 
gold and silver It used to fly in accordance with the 
vocai command *s if it were a conscious beine 
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FREE THOUGHT 



JAIN RAMAYANA 



Prof, SURENDRA AIXAI 



Uttar Furan is another car]. 1 version 
of Ramayana, It is the Jaiu Runayana- 
According to it Darstaaratha. King of Banares 
has four sons : Ram from bis wife Subala, 
Lakshmana from Kalkeyi and later eu when 
Dasharatfca shifts his capital from tanarr.s to 
Saketpur (Ayodhya), Bharata and Sfcatriighen 
aie born from another queen ^hos; name is 
not given. Dnfthamo (Raven), the son of 
Pulastya of the Vinami Vicyadhar claa, one 
day sees Manimati* the daughter ofAmitnag* 
doing penance and being bitten by hc r 
beauty, tries to disturb her " tapis * She 
forecasts ; I will take birth as youi daughter 
and till you. After be: death, she come* 
in the ivm-nb of Vfandodari (the wife of 
Ravan), Gn her birth, the astrologer* tell 
Ravan that she will cans: bis destruction 



Setting alretdi VI a rich to 

don the child-girl in seme wild place 
Ma rich put; the child-gitt in a box and buries 
it in the kingdom of Mithila. The box is 
unearthed by a plough and is taken to king 
Jatiak. Jaoak opens the bo* and finds a 
girl in it w'aom he names Sits* end brings 
her up as his daughter. Rama weds 8 ir ai- 
de m. After a long time. Janaka invite* 
Ram and Lakshmana to defend a ' Yajna \ 
At the end of this Yajna, Ram wetis Sita 
and seven other maidens, and Lakshimua 
weds sateen maidens including Priihvi 'cvi 
Both Ram and Lakshmana seek and gat their 
father's permission to live in Ban 

Narad 'describes Sita's great beaut; 
Ravan a who dscide, to abduct her. Shoorpa 
Nnkha is seat to test Sita's mind. When Ram 
and Sita are on a pleasure trip to Chitrakoota 
near Banares, Marten appears csagoldcu deer 
and leads Ram far away. Meanwhile. Ravana 
jn ttie garb of Ram. presents himself before 
Sita and tells her that be has ordered the golden 
deer to be taken to the palicc, and asks her to 



Sita is a Sanskrit word. Its literal meaning is a furrow made by a plough 



Why Vindhya Grew no Further 

There if * piann wherein it is stated that the great Vindkya mountain grew >o tall and 
high that it threatened to stop the very progress of the sua. Saiat Agastya en behig supplt- 
«ted bv the Rishis promisee tosnp trie growth of Hie presumptuous mDuitaio and Ehu ita 
prevcnMhe happening of such a calamity. He presented himself before tie mouataic The 
(audactojsTj mountain In reverence fell prastrate before him, 

Agastya asked 'him' to remain in that position till hi returned. But he did not return 
and the mountain lies prostrate awaiting the return of the great (1) sage 



MAN EATER 

About a Rakshasa (demon) character - namely Kumba Karn* toe 
epic writes that when he was evert an infant, he swallowed 
thousands of people. The distressed people complained against 
him to India! 
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tep in the 'P,.lki\ This Palki is in fact, the 
Puihpaka Vimana which flics Sita to Laukn- 
Rftvan doei not touch Sita as trjat would mean 

a n cod to bis sic y- flying art- 

Lakshtfr,na guej tu hell 

^ a rat ha, ii a dream • eoraes to know 

that Sita has been abducted by Ratan, Dasha- 
ratha sends this information to Ram. Mean- 

whilu. Sugrivd and lhmitnan come to seek 

help against Bali 

Hanumangaes to Lanka and return* after 

rjg hope to Sitt (no mention is ma:le ot the 

burning of Lanka). Af:er this Bail is billed by 

hmana and Sugriva. gets his king dam - 

■ (he combined iorees of Ram and the 

monkey- kingdom match towards Lanka Id 

the ena of the detailed description of tbe war, 

Laicsbmana cuts off Havana's head by a cha- 

kra. After this Lakshmana conquers all the 

directions, becomes Ardrj-Chakravarti, and 

returns tc Ayodhya. Lakshmun has 16.000 

queens anc Ram has tQQQ queens. Sita eives 

birth to eight sons (no mention is made of 

Sita ttmvas episode, 1 , Lakshmin dies of an 

incurable dittsse, and goes to hell due to his 

killing of Ravao Ram makes Prithivisundar, 
•ob of Lakshmana, the king, and Ajitaajay, 

aon of Sit*, tbe heir to Prithiviaundar, Then 

Rama is initiated, into i religions orde; and 
gels Mofcsha. Sita too, with many 
queens y.eis initialed* In Hem Chandra*.-* 
Ramayan.Hani hay four wives. 



Asvametha Vaga and 
how Rama was 
conceived : 



Kausalya, one Q es of D 

atone stroke mowed down the neck of tie 
horse con seer eated for the Yagna, and lay a 
whole night embracing tae carcass (Balakanda 
14th Chap) At day-dawn Dasaratha made 
a present ratber as fees lot the perforiuauu-c 
of the Yagna. his first wife, Ka. along 

with his Othei if-. Sumitn and Kaikcyl 

to three preists These priests having done 
fall justice in their animal pasiion delivered 
the ladies back to the kiag who mads no bones 
about It. (Balakanda 14th Chap.) It was 
after this that the ladies became pregnart, 
Manmatianath Dathar. In his English ti 
lation. write* tbat three priests, named Hotba, 
Advaryu and Yukdaa were pawned upon to 
enjoy these women. It was by tie pries is th st 
the royal wives conceived. According to 
Valuiikj Dasaratha bad three huadicJ aud lifly 

wives. From this it is apparent that Dasaratha 

was a decrepit old man and was a lascivious 

mass of fles'i. It is not uncommon ihst aad 
old ^nao weak and infirm should have mere 
trazincss for women wit boutthe lequircd vinli. 
ty to produce children Qndahocld beguile his 

time in tbe conipany of women. 



Thousands of life for a son: 

In Balakandatn. the first Chapter of Ramavana. it is said that Dasaratha. the king of 
Ayodhi, was making preparations to perform a sacifiee for begetting * son. In taat saeri* 
fi.e rcruiv creatures like Sheep, cattle, horses, birds and suafcc:. - generally an ck •• Ivi— 

parous and cviparnu'-,. were kept ready to bs sacrificed. Horrible tbat so many lives should 
Ra slaughtered for the benefit of an individual expecting fatherhood.! 
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FREETHOL'GHT 



Story of a Bad Man who 
Shook the Heavens 

By Mukund 

(Ccntd. fioru February Issue) 

ChitragupU's Woes 

The whole problem arose because of 
Chitragupta. Obviously be was taken to USk. 
But he argued his case. He said. '* You have 
never tiled to understand my problems. First 
of ail, there is a phenomenal expansion in the 
work load. For a single soul, I have to deal 
ail Lis previous births, present life, 
account of karma in each, dctai: meat in heaven 
and hell, and appoint merit to the uexi birth. 
Nobody caa imagine how much co-ordination 
Is required to be made. I do not have 
adequate staff, nor sufficient responsible 
officers. 

Secondly, the rules arc not clear. What 
is sinful and what is net, changes from tima 
to time. Beef-sating was no sin; thea it be- 
came a serious sin now again doubts are 
raised. I caD give you innumerable examples 
like this. It makes accounting very difficult, 
rather impossible. 

Thirdly, is the problem of tho>e who 
have converted themselves to ether religion 
No action can be taken against them. Their 
files are simply pending, On tiie other hand. 



are those who have switched on to Hindu is* 
from other religions. 1 cannot get their pre- 
IS files. How caa their accuunrs be per- 
fect 2 

Fourthly, let me state my main problem 
very boldly. Big gods are always interfering 
in my office on buhalf of their own devotees. 
Many rogues are escaping punishment ba;a use 
of that. Well, I did make some mistake re- 
garding the bod man, but le. mc tell you that 
if this very man were a devotee of some infit- 

i God, be would hive easily obtaintd 
heaven. 1 * 



Gods' problems 

At this, Chitragupta was left a] erne and 
the;topic was changed. Some said that it 
was now the duty of Krishna to take a new 
birth and restore order. " Why did he give 
that promise 7 Now let him do something." 
they retorted!. Another suggestion came that 
each god shotld fix up his/her own followers, 
and territorial deities should set their 
•wn areas right. Fcr example, they quoted 
that Durga should improve Bengal, 
Tirupati Andhra, Vithoba Maharashtra and 
so on. But this led to a lot of mud throwing 
on each other, as jurisdictions wee not dear. 
Some proposed that mors powers should be 
given to the god men. Since these godmen 
work at grans roo; level they should be more 
effective, was the idea But it wa» felt that 
enough powers are already with tiem. As no 

]Lcu was coming up, Narada came with 
one. He said. 



ORIGIN OF EARTH 

The Ramayaua says that God Brahma took the shape of a 

boar (Varaha) and then raised up the earth. Taen 

he created this diversified creation with the 

help of his blessed son. 
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" We gods have jeen out- manoeuvre 
a i Ogle itiiin. That means he knows all the 

locp-h»Lcs in the system. Why HOI suit 

that man. It would be of use to us. Let him 
frankly tell the secret of his success '\ The 
idea was approved and the man was called. 

Ha spoke thus : 

Bad man unfolds 

41 My secret was simpie. I was an expert 
manipulator. I could get all sorts of irregular 
things done for the big men and obviously 
uuL wiibuul a price. Men like me arc rtlways 
in demand, especially in a religious couatry 
where big man want tc keep their owe images 
a? plans, and yet wish to get all sorts ofuidue 
benefits. It is impossible without men like 
me. True, that some of them never take 
bribes or give bribes, but their affairs are 
managed by persons like mc, and they never 
try to know haw ", 

" But how could you do that V 

" You see. I perfected manipulation into 
anew economics and human relationship 
into a commercial art. My calculations were 
perfect, It was a business, so to say " 

" Did you not face any dangers? * 

"* If you study ths weaknesses uT others 
and explo t them intelligently, the danger fa 
reduced to the minimum. Moreover. 1 was 
always superficial in relationships aid never 
emotionally involved in anything." 



"That was all right in the earth. But 

how could you succeed after death ? 1f 

Men get Gods thty Deserve 

" I could guess your affairs from thoie 
our devotees. If men set the kind of 
government they deserve, they would get gods 
jcecrdirjgly. I had sees gods encourag- 
ing flattery* bribing, favouritism, short-cot 
and exploitation, That enabled me to form 
n»y modus operandi for heaven** 

The man was allowed to go, but he had 
almost silenced every body. The discussions 
conttiued hut without force. But then, some 
gods who are no more worshipped, expressed 
a radical thought. They suggested that it 
was time that gods saould withdraw their em- 
pire over mankind and give ;he human beings 
e sel^ Government They •rgued that ulti- 
mately it is man who will have to take the 
cntirs responsibility of human affairs on him- 

:,nd ensure that the right prevails and 
wrong is punished at the right Itvct and in 
righJ time. 

Cods exist Because. . 

Nobody liked the idea but they did listen 
to it In the end they decided, " We are 
there because t'tt men want us to be there 
and we will continue to be there as long as 
men refuse to stand en ttcir own legs " 

( Concluded I 



THE THEORY OF YUGAS 

In the light of the fact that man {including primitive man) has existed on this 
planet only for 5,0§,Q00 years tae following account of Yugas nay be examined: 

According to tradition the Ramayana is the production of Treta yuga —2nd in the 
chronology and the Mahabharata Is the production of Dva^ara yuga — 3rd in chronology. 
The duration of thesn VUgat was 1 .29,600 and S.§4,0QQ years mpectiv. 
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FRBBT HOUGH? 



THE 'TRUE' 
RAMAYANA 

By. Mr. Bhagwan Singh 



The 'original* Ramayana dealt with s 
struggle r or power between Rama atuL 
Bharatha and had little concern for the 

supernatural, superhuman and the legends, 
according to a paper presented at the 
Congress F Arch- I deal and Anthrnpolo- 
gical Sciences, in Chandigarh In 1975. 

Distortion by Brahmins 

Mr. Ekhagw&n Singh, contended thai 
Ramayana was developed and enlarged 
' beyond recognition* by Brahmin poets who 
wanted to use the epic to establish their social 
authority. The original Ramayana appeared 
to nave been based on a concrete i. 
reality, be said. 

Mr. Singh argued the great qualities 
ascribe:! to Dasaratha. had been invented te 
dislodge a serious charge 

"There is some circumstantial evidence 
to show that at least Rama was begotten by 
Dasaratha earlier than he wedded Kaik 
The ting had pledged the Stale to KaiL 
would-be son -a Tact which would have bean 
redundant had there t-een no son of the king 
existing then. 



To deprive Raw j legal rights to 

the throne, Kaikcyi cleve !y managed the 
ouster of Kausalya. 

Greup Rivalry « The fact that Satrughna 

was as loyal to Bharata as Lakshmaaa was to 
Kama, showed group rivalry at the court. 

Rama and Lakshrnarui did n?t receive their 

education from the royal piiest Vasista. They 

were sent to the remote ashram of sage Visva- 

tor the purpose. Bharata a ad 

Satrughua ived education from 

Vasista. 

Mr Singh uotcd ih at Vfcvamitra and 

Vasista had been hostile n other and 

t ie hone oJ contention between them had been 

the office of the priest. There appears to have 

been some m between Kaikeji and 

sta, as it was on the sage's plea 

ratha agreed to send Rama ar.d Laksh- 

ia with Visvamitra, 

It was important to note that V 

mitra had taken the In . to arrange 

Rami's marriage without prior iatfdia 
either to Dasat: Vasista 'perhaps 

with a vie* that jrcat bearing 

on the choice of I tie throne of 

Ayodya'\ 



Deep-Rooted Conspiracy 

Mr Singh held that developments Icad- 
taaarathVa making up hi> mind to 
coronate Rama i • a Li deep-rooted " 

conspiracy Sensing the trouble that might 
be created by Kalkcyi in the choice oftha 
Heir, Dasaratha sent Bharata aad 
Satrughaa to the maternal uncle Yuchajit, the 
king of Rekaya. 



Derivation of Honuman 



The name of Hanuman being Sanskrit the character s probably not borrowed from 
lhe aborigines. As Hanumat In the present day tutelary deity of village settlements all over 
India. Prof Jacob's surmise that he must have been connected with agriculture and mav 
have been a genius of the monsoon has seme probability. 
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While Una rata was away in Kekaya, 

Dasaratha announced his decision to coronate 

Rama the very next day. A J] preparations 
were made secretly in utter haste. He slated 
clearly Chat it had to be solemnised before 
Bharata returned* 

Daearatha felt uaccrtaim about his own 

life and was having nightmares and ill-omens 
of all sorts. 

Kausaiya, while receiving Rama after 
getting the news of his coronation, bbssed 
him with the words, " Long live my 
Thine rivals have been demolished**. She 
said to Rama that his coronation would be a 
subject of rejoicing for her dependants and 

■ nf Sumitra, bur significantly eno 
no mention of :£ai : d her dependants 

was made 

Was Dasaratfta's death natural ? 

Kaikeyi. however, not oaly got the 
decision reversed in her son's favour, but 
also compelled Dasaratha and Rama to 
submit to he: absolute terms* Commitments 
or no commitments at the time of his 
marriage, Dasaratha was not obliged to 
entertain Kaikeyi's demand for the banish- 
ment of Rama, unless threatened by some 

apparent dire consequences, 

Dasaratha survived the first shock of the 
reversal of his decision and the overwhelming 



moment of Kama's departure and still he died 
tJji afterward*. " Was it, therefore, a 
natural death?*' Mr* Singh asked* 

Rana, after his banishment, visit* several 
places, but only temporarily, apparently 
because he apprehends some attempt on bil 

life and honour, 

INCONSISTENT : Referring to the 

Bharata-Rania meeting, Mr. Bhagv.au Singh 

noted that Bharata proceeded to meet Rama 
with " a threatening army'* which pas incon- 
sistent with a noble mission. The very 
preience of an army had its own 1c 
Bharatas ol r er tr> Rama must, therefore, be 
treaied as pi rJiplrjmatic move. 

Sita's dbdijLLion by Ravana in the 
absence of Rama and Lakshmaua did not 
behove of a mighty king, and at its best indi- 
cated that Ravana wa^ a miscreant tribal 
chief. He appeared to have been induced by 
some agency le do the job, ' This agency. 
w r e suspect, was Kaikcvi ". 

His qualities of leadership, his uninhibi- 
ted association Witt the tribals.his knowledge 
of advanced weaponry and his dexterity at 
ihuoiins made Rama a highly venerable 
figure He easily wen active support of 
numerous tribes, the bear, monkey and 
vulture clans among them. 



Search for the Historical Rama 

The Surya-Vamsa, Rama's family, were worshippers of Surya, while the Pandavas 
and Kauravas were worshippers of Chandra. Surya was the chief deity of the Aryans in 
Babylonia in « he second millennium before Christ. So we may assume th.Lt the Aryan kins 
of the Metacni, Durbratta, whotuled in Babylon at that time, was one of the Suiya-Vamsa. 
It is iot therefore surprising to find it recorded in the Ram^yana that Dasaratha of tte roya\ 
house of Aymlhya, also had Surya as his Isbta-ioata. 
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FR3ETH OUGHT 






Willi their help, Rama was able to trace 
tbe hide-out of Ravana, arid the terror ass 
ated with his name, his secretive nature, L* 
waterbound hide-out, all indicated that he 
might Jibtc *ee.n a notorious pirate, 

Ravana having been defeated- Sita reco- 
vered, Rama returned to Ayodhya wilh full 

military preparation* along with his comman- 
ders and took Bharata unawares. 

Bcfbre eateiiua Lhc kingdom, he sent bis 
envoy. Hanuman, to settle things smoothly 



through dialogue. Bbarata understood the 
'.y of the situation and submitted uncon- 
ditionally. Arrangements for Rami's <Mro- 
natio* were mide by his great ally, Sugrlvi 
and his aides* and not by Bharata. 

41 Seen from this angl n « Mr* B'tag^an 

Singh said, ' there it nothing unreal, 

unnatural or impossible in the story. On 
the eontrary, it is very much realistic and 

seal > 




Prohibition in Ram Rajya 



i 



In an article captioned "Drink* in Ramayana *' published in the Caravan, Delhi 
dt, J S — S — I9S4 V Dr. S. N. Vyas had listed out 8 different liqiors along with the processes 
adopted. This includes * Varuni ', the one thit will make any ane stagger immed'atety 
it was drunk. 
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Ravana the Advocate of 
Prohibition and SMmsa 



When and where were Yagnas ' (sacri- 
fices] done? In the subtle upper world! cm 
in this physical, world ? Wbare did the Devas 
reside ? Why should they come to thit phy- 
sical wcrld to perform the sacrifices ? Is kil- 
ling the poor animals by tortuous mean* 
and gulping the flesh along with intoxtcnnis 
and uttering mantras, the definition of a sacri- 
fice? Is it unjust nt such cruelty being 
done to the dumb creatures I In these da>s, 
cruelty to animals arid indulging in intoxicat- 
iag drink are considered by the people as 
as the Government ns crimes pumshahl* with 
fine sod imprisonment. Would it not have 
teen just If is the "Ravana*' 
also to prevent these crimes? Rav<ma was a 
devotee of Siva and as would befit a de . 
would it not have been hi na'a j duty to 
enjoin by lav and order thai his Stale should 
he dry and trat Yagnas which Involved cruelty 
to animals should not be performed. 



DID 
RAVANA 




Havana said. " Ah ? Sita. our company 
is chanced by the divine will This is agree- 
able to the Rfshls." (Artnya Kanda, Chap- 
ter 59.) 

Sita replied, ** You are "reetoem* 
this body of mine as you will. I need not 
protect it. T should not besmirched that I 
have bluudcicd.** (Aranya Kanda* Chapter 
59V It may fce inferred here that Sita did 
not give her consent to Ravin a to cohabit 

Rama said, *' Sita I How could Ravana 
have left you wit bo ul bemg seduced ?■' To 

this charge by Rama, Sita gave the following 
reply which confirms the above inference • 

Sita said, ** True ! But what could I do •* 
I am only a weaker sc.t. My bod) was In his 
possession. I did not da anything Wrong 
willingly. However mentally [ was with you. 
ft was only a divine will." She said on 
much. But ilte did not asisrt herself that 
•• Rivena ba* not seduced me ' 1 (Uttara 
Kanda. Chapter El 8). 

RAVANA DID NOT FORCE SITA: 

" Ravana most respectfully with bowed 
head and without touching her person T 



Sita follow him.'* This Deans ** Ravina 
has not used any violence and : her 

accord ran after him Sita 

ought to have followed Ravana voluntarily, 
Ravana could net hive touched Sita when 
she was unwilling. Why? Because, it 
was ordained by a curse that his head would 
burst into pieces if Ravana touched any 
women without her consent. There was also 
Brahma's ciiise that F would 

be burnt if he dared touch any lady who wa» 
not amenable to hiaa. Therefore* Ravana 

: not and could n any woman 

without i --nit. 

WAS SITA IN LOVE WITH RAVANA? 

Pirmuhaj the chisf of Rama's spies, came 
to Rama and acquainted lie news 

that the reclamation of Sita from Ravana (by 
Rama) and accaptiag her as his wife was a 
subject of rid cule and scandal among the 
citizens. As he heard 'his Rama iareri up. 
The disgtacc and sorrow he felt within him- 
.vas reflected on his face. He sighed 
and went out with his sister Kykuvavathy to 
Sita*s apartment She was found sleeping 
prcssini to her breast tl fan in which 

Ravaa's picture was drawn- (This is found 
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FREETHOCGHT 



Is Fhmayaiifj more ancient 
than Mahathir ate? 



Late Mr C,V. VaEdya aftsr a careful exami- 
nation of both the epics coecl tides: It rai; 

Silted ; t ere that the Mahabharata as it e 
today is no doubt more ancient than the Ra- 
may* a a as it is today. 

The language of the Mahabharata is very 
near to the language of the Atharva veda. There 
are not only innumerable vedic words and 
phrases found in it but also vedic meters. The 
plot structure of this epic is loose aad crude, 
whereas in the Ram ay ana, tbe language if 

neal lo the classical Sanskri: used by 
K.:ilid*s etc . and the plot structure is so attra- 
ctive and fine that the later writers cm Satt 
poetics called it the Adi Mafia KLavya, i e the 
first model epic. 



Not only This, there are at irrefu- 

i rgu ra e a 1 1 In fa vo u i a f t b i 3 cor. c i usion , 

The Mahabhuata d^cs not refer to the 
.icai signs. These were evidently introduced 

by or borrowed from the Gruek, about 200 B.C. 

The reference to these in the la in ay ana is 

fo« ad in unequivocal ten 

in the Mah-ibharata we find clear refe- 
rence to Polyandry while iothc Ramayans 
there wai the prevalence of the practice of 
polygamy. The sociologists tell as thai poly- 
andry preceded Polygamy. 

The Ranuyana has copied from the 
Mahabharata a whole chapter word for word. 
Whereas that chapter fits i a properly with 

the contcx! in the Mahabiarata, it is an into- 
lerable interpolation in the Rarnayana. The 

i eanto in the Ayodhya Kan ad a is the 

same as chapter 5 of the Sabhapsrva, > 



(Con id from previous pags) 
in pages 199, 210 of the book entitled 
" Bengali Ramayaua." written by Mrs. 
Chandra vathi ) 

A close study of the events reveals that 
by ue Time Rama detected Site's pregnancy* 
the approximate time d urine w^ich her prec- 
naney coulc have developed should he less 
than a month shortly after Rama s return to 
Ayodhya on reclaiming Sita frou Ravana 

Sita was eajght red handed by Rama that 
she bad drawn the picture of Ravana (' Nctes 
on Raraayana ' by Mr- C. R. Srinivisa 
ly anger;. 

Rama caused his wife Sita. whu was pregnant 
to be left alone in the foest. This was a 
dreadful enelty and showed bow Rama was 
convinced. 

As regards Sita. she was not pure becajsc 
of her illicit intimacy with RaVana. If 
Rama's action is accepted as juitifuble, it 
*hould also be accepted by all that Sita*S 
pregnane must have been caused by Ravana. 



Character of sita 



In the whole story of Ramayana there 
is scarcely a word of prates about Sita 

Her hirtrj is doubtful and guest lot 
[Ayndhya Kanda^Chapter 66). She was 
older than Rama. She says, "I was found 
out from the dust and by that fact my 
parentage not being known, none did come 
forward to woo me for many days even after 
I attained Maturity.*' 



Rationalism In 
Ramayana 

"It was God's will that I was nor a! 
get she throne**, thus l fas sigt 

Seeing this, Lakshmana criticised Rama that 
"only cowards and foo Is would talk abou: 
God 
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WaS the attempt tO The Ministers, Vas.shta and other Gum, 

r iuJalsoKima. had kh, ,]y well that 

CrOWn Rama PrODer ^ Bhaiatha was the heir to ike throne and yat 

r they were insidious enough 10 give their 

The old king ^peoly opined to Rama * sseat t0 "throning Rama 

epartureof Bharatha Uon of Km ^ d , 

ke>i) to bttdii toaa was u .atplBjeae QC ordered Sum _, ^ , ° « 

.lebratioi i of his (Rama's) Rama all the monev ifl £ e tretsu ^, ,£ 

xyodhyeikandjMthUiap.) D.*. (railg in the g ; tl| rh . fi , £ 

la tot Bhtntha in his grand-father s ing the raeron » ntt *, ld haila: 

, ]th the sinister (Ayodb v , 36th chapter) 

object o! qr mm or bis right to the r ' 

country. Kaikeyi having objected to this also* 

There a exigency calling to ^S'^iw^ tbe lm " !? * ou 

BIB) at hi- wand-fataer'a house for ten lon 5 *?Zl ? v^T ^ * C „ d D ^* L that il 

auously without turning up to Ayo- «»<■*»■ (Ayodhya &.anda, jtth Chip ) 

dbyo. Valmiki puitioa i- in the character of Jraltlil : .„ |de w0ld w]jictl he ^ 

MMdMUMjFiU the 7th and tth Chapters gtvcri hcr „ t her marriage tint he would give 

Dasaralha wiu a pre-planned motive to &is til e son that ,vou|j be born 

make Rama tae king, sent away Bharatha to -through her. 
bin uncle's house. I he immediate presence 

of Bharatha in the capital city would enable His declaration in the presence of 

him to win the sympathy of the citi/ens and subje ending over the kingdom to hie 

hit exile (io his uncle's rouse) would make son Rama i:. a breach of the pioiuise (ustdc it) 

him lose eootact with the peep Kaifceyi and her fat r> 



WHAT 1$ ITIHASA 



In ancient Sansfcifil literature we find »ery meagre shale of what we call histo-y ye 
orthodox scholars try to maintain that ancient Indians bad a very clear sense of history* 
In support of their claim they quote from old scriptures «nd n d an 

important place jn those days of hoary past. The word Ilfbasa means— Iti -t- I la + Aas 
i,e It was so. 

Prof Apte writes the meaning of word Itihasa— ! legends r> or rraditioa. 

It is quite clear that ltihasa pure history for the ancient I It 

included mythology, old stories, Dharma shastra and discourses; on Uharma, Artba, Kami 
ard Moksba. 

I he purpose of history for them was not the study of man through ages. 
For them the sole purposs of history was iin the Vedas, 

lough, in some cases, the writ hen the events took place, they did not 

EC desp into tLieu aaa did not ar j 

to be. That is why the terra Itihasa came into bei 



Ramsyana by an American (ObeiMenon) 

lerican interpretatio is Rama something nature of ■ Chicago 

gangster and SLA a light minded girl r e j a t being kidnapped by the demon 

Ravaua' 1 Sec News aud views from the 5 n i on * dated November 20th* 1954. 
volume XIII. No. 2c3 page 2. 



FRBETHOUGHT 



Wisdom' of Undent India 

The following advertisement appeared in 
The Times of India, dated 10b Jan. J9VS 



This world ia no ut a Diviae 

play of the Lord, All created forms are 
instruments of play in the Hands of the 
Anlaryamin, the unseen Maker. 

" Ours is to play the of life 'Play- 

fully. " We shtuld never take this manifest 
world seriously, After all, this life is a dream 
being 'concretised* by the illusive power of 
Maya, We should take 'Sukhas* and 
' Dukhas ' merely as passing shows in a 
dream. 

" When we take t serious view of the 
happenings and incidents of our daily lives 
and become consequently morose and un- 
happy, we are no more willing instruments 
in the Hands of the Lord. We mar His 
happiness and joy. We spoil His ' Mauj ' 
(thrill J which He derives fro en ivine 

play, We earn His displeasure. 

" Therefore, n children of Immortality, 
play the game of life playfully, cheerfully 
whatever the external adjustment of life and 
earn the choicest grace and blessings of the 
Lord/' 



Here are the comments : If we are 
its of His play, arc we no: His 

victims f I I •:. ifaca c«ii uur happiness or 
w affect the manipulator, • Antaryainiu*, 
the unseen Maker ? 

What strange logic is this that would 
rt truth by isi tag ' unreality, and 

debunking reality ? And to achieve this 

mental somersault are we to believe that al 
dtikh anc sukh arc as passing shows in a 
dream, f -i fear that if we show we cafe toa 
much and weep we may mar His joy 9 

A perverse Being indeed who deiivc 
delight from the creatures he torments I 
Possibly the cyclone tragedy is yot anol 
sampl; of this Lord*} ucpredictable playful- 
ness— a sample of that same freakish humour 

h led him to create the world in the first 
place, and then people it with poor benighted 
who must all try hard to keep biu 
happy by smiling. 

Therefore, O children of immortality* 
play be game of life playfuly, cheerfully I 
Tie strong winds, furious floods, the havoc 
and the destruction were all stirred up in a 
single night's frolic by this riotous fundoving 
Creator, this unseen Maker of Sick Jokes 
Let us laugh over the Andhra cyclone and the 
SO. .000 recent dead. Let us not spoil His 
fun ! 

Ms. M. R. BHATTY. 



Rama's Friends 

Sugrjva whe betrayed bis brother became a slave to Rama only to kill his brother. 
The second was Angadaa who was a roan with no sense with honour and who became friendly 
witt Rama though the later killed his father. The third was Vibbishna who was actuated by 
avariciousness to become the king of Lanlca by causing the death of his brother, Vibhishna 
did not object to Run* fiteppras ,ntL) fcavana's forest unjustly and bunting the animals 
therein. His blood did not boil when hi, sister and other women related to him were maimed 
and dishonoured by cutting their noses, ears, breast and hair. 
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KAMBA RAMAYANA 
AND BRAHMIN 
DOMINATION 

S.L 9 ha rati, M.A ,8.L., 



The D M.K. under Arrcnar Anna's 
leadership made demonstration* by burning 
Karnls Rarnayaua. Some Tamil Scholars 
criticised their act on the ground of the 
commendable literary merits of the Epic poem. 
But they failed to meet squarely their condem- 
nttfoti <if the Irrational social hierarchy It 
scughtto support andjperpetuatc. A free rende, 
ring cf the advice given to Re ma on the eve of 
hk proposed . crown i:ig by $*ge V^aiahti 
desired by Dasaratha is given below bv way 
of illustrat jqi 



"Ayodhya Kandam 
chipadalam" 



Mantharai Saol 



After ascertaining from the aitrolo 
tfiat Hie folli ■■ y will be most auspici 

frr Rama to be crowned (their calculations of 



ishta 

»fter<Lul him Dasaratha 

requeued, him to do the needful quit !cly and 
give Rama lasting advice Vasithta proceeded 
in [. ben Rama appeared, 
he wai informed thai he was :o bs crowned. 
(Cfng octet day- Va.aiib.ta tlieu laid to liiuu — ■ 
" I will tell you one thing - that will ensure 

irlng benefit. Hear it well and strictly 
follow. The Brahmin; at* greater than the 
Trinity. Vishnu. Siva and Brahma, the five 
senses and truth - so cherish thsm in your 
heart, son ; Think of the Devas - thoie who 
suffered and those who rose after their 
suffering and thereby know the power 
of the lrahmiu' eurse and their grace 
has no limit?. (Compare ku.-al vctse 25 

imile of the chief of Devas- Indra) 
The Brahmins being such, lay your bead low at 

their JceU praise and worship them If Fate 
Itself will stand aad wail for thsir cirrmaiKls 
to beitow prosperity or brim destruction then 
what else could equal the rirtua oi propitia- 
ting ihetn „„'* No wonder From pora- 

surama to Morarji (including Indira Gandhi) 
the *dyiamic f Brahmins fcless or cutse the 
people 



O 






Bengali Ramayana 



In the Bengali book "Lanltav&thara Sutra", it is Ra a a,i was a Dravidian 

King who embraced Buddhism and he was a philosoph n of the type of Plato and Aristotle 
Dicouse i; was spoken so high of R a vans in the Buddhist Literati re, the Brahmins aad pandits 
characterised Ra vile terms in the Ramayana written by them, Keerthavisa 

his works on Ramayaca says that B ilej the lac love and grace. 



:r. 



Ravana while dying in the battle field called Rama to his side and whispered icto Ml 
ears About the doctrine of kindneis and that the battle he (Rama) had fought was only through 
deceit and fraud. Thus we find in the Ksertrtavasa Ramavana that Ravana preached truthful - 
ness tnd uprightness. 
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FREETHOUGHT 



Facts behind fir* Narasim- 

haiah's resiqnatinn 

Dr, H. Narasimhaiah, the former Vice- 
Ch at) cello r of Bangalore University who wa» 
heading the Committee appointed to iovertj- 
gatc mirac3c3 resigned bis post in Aur.jtt 17- 
People have been intrigued as he was pitied 
against Sai Baba. 

Qur enquiries show that Sai Baba had 
Boaaced a section of the students to create 
trouble in the Univ«rsUy, Th'j atideote re- 
io r ted to stone throwing. The R.S S., 
organisation of Hindu fanatics h i 
conspicuouj in ihe Buaavaogudi orca of fJr- 
Narasimhaiah. They have in sited their volun- 
teers to foment trouble. The Vokkaliga 

Community were dead against tic fuiunr 

Vice-Ctunccllor. To top it all the Ja 
Government appointed Mr. Sriman Naj 
j.anto lake over from M: Urns Siankar 
Dik-bit as Governor, Mr, Nhmyanan assum- 
ed office on 1st August 19 7 7. One of his 
'official' visits was to the Sai Baba on 1st 
August 1977 That ac 



e. Vice-Clhaneellor- Havinj hecna Rtor m 
petrel in the university, Dr Nirastmhaiah 
that it would be impossible to be asso- 
ciated with a Chancellor of Mr man 
kind. Though be hud another 16 months to go, 
he sent in his resignation an 7th August 1977. 

Mr, Narayanan lost no time in accepting 
the resignation and appointing another Sai 
Baba devetee, Mr, T, N Jayaratnan I.A.S, 
In the foot steps of the Chancellor, the new 
Vice- Chancel I or i respects to the god- 

m&tit 

Thus. 9n illustrious career has heen short 
circuited fcy religion" ;s and the hood- 

lums of a god man, The loss of Bangalore 
University is tie gain of the public at large 
With redoubled vigour, he Is Ling over 

the inauguration of the Rangalnr'e Sci 
Forum at the National College Build. 
Bangalore-4, He is 'determined to 
cam i L miracle; and superstitions. 

Rationalists will be pleated lo note that he 
be using our foium as well during the 
:ucr, lulcieslcd uaits amy cuirtaul. I.RA.'i 

Secretary- O 



Was not Kavana Justified lr\ Abducting Sita ? 

ising unable to put up with the provocation mnt of the insult, cruelty and 

illty done to his sister, Bavaria cat ay sita to Lanka as a retaliatory measure aad 

not out of love towards Sita, nor with any motive ta seducs another man'* wife. 

Ravana hated Devas and Rishis. Whyt They in the name of ; :e to the sacred 

fire, committed the most heinous crla i in a tortuous 
stain 

Even at the gravest provocation, even in .-, fit of ungovernable rasjeu and even at the 

impressible incitement, Kavaaa, said V had nit e»en thought of mutilating the 

the breast and the nose of ige for what had been done to Soorpan 
by Rama and Lakshtmna. 



flusploinu* rimy for Banishment* 

Guru V»5ishtn behavsd no better than »n ordinsrv priest, 
it Jay he fixed (as auspicious J for the coronation of Rama ultimately I out 

» be the dav for bis banishment to the 
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WAS RAMA VIRTUOUS? 
(Centd. from page 69) 

WAR MONGER: 

Determined to Crag the Rikshasas Into 
a war* Rama entered Ravana's territory 
despite the protest ot" Sita (Araoya Kanda, 

Cbaptnr 9 aflil 16). 

TETSM : 

rihuka was sl«!'Q (by Rama) because be 

raaking penance which was forbidden to 
him by Vedas as he was a " Sudra " (U tiara 
K.*nda, Chapter 7*). 

MERCILESS AGAINST ' RUDRAS - 

Looking at his hand, Rama taid the 
Sanskrit slegao ' O Ri&ht band, you kill 

Asche Sudra latantfngly as killing 

this Sadra is the on y way to jet back the life 

He deceased Brahmin boy, Are you 






one of the !imbs of Rama?"* (Valmlkl 
Ram ay ana). 

HERO WHO BROKE THE BROKEN BOW< 

The bow that was broken by Ran a wat 
*s. This how was already a broken one- 
Refer Abidhana Chintamani pages 157, 331, 
SI- 662. 8*1, 11 51, 1173 and 1494. 

This js supported by various Ramayanas 
and Parasuram Look »t his agf when he 
broke the bow. When Rao a broke this bew. 
according to bis mother, he was S y , 
old ; according to his father, he was about 10. 
ding to his wife (Sita) bis age was 12, 
Whatever it might be that it Irsady a 

j* t me according to the story, 





Editorial Not«: 

We record our gratitude u» the follu- 
wing Authors and their books for enabling us 
to present an the facts and comments 

found is thk issue 

1. 'THE RAM A YAN A*< A True Reading) 
by Periyar E.V.R. — published by Periyar 
Self Respect Propaganda Institute Pup 
Tiichy-17. 

2 HINDU EPICS'— Historic or I 
nary ? hy Prof, Surindera Ajnat- pi 
b> Bhrem Pa:rika publications, 
Punjab. 

Bolh the books are available at I R.A 

for sale al Re 1 and Rs.3/- respectively. 

CORRECDION 

Mr Vasb V. Lukhandwala, author of 
the article ATHiiISM" put I page S9 

of our February issue was erroneously descri- 
bed as President, Bombay Rationalist Associ* 
ation. Mr. Yash Y Lojthandwala, who is i 
student member of Indian Rationalist Associ- 
ation, is the son of Mr. Y.A. LokhandsvaU 
who is the president of Bombay Rationalist 
Association The error is regretted. 

—EDITOR. 



Why of Famavathar 1 

Having come down to the earth, Yishiu 

experienced many troubles and tribulations. 
The reason therefore as adduced by the pu 
'anas is thai Vishnu previously perpetrated 
Tiany immoral sod infamous acts and hence 
punishments were imposed on him and as a 
retaliatory measure by the euTsesoltne Munis 
and RisTiis whom he had wronged. Why 
he cursed? tie co unit ted the sin of killing 
a wcottD, the wife of BrigK Muni, He re- 
sorted by illegal a nd deceptive means to Impair 
the chas Jaiandrasuran's* wife He 

intercoursed with his wife in broad daylight 
in an opsn space, pei : be tpOCUCular! 

Vishnu being a god how did he become 
a slave to passions like lewdness, the t. murder 
and all nefaious deeds ? 
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NEWS AND NOTES 



TROMBAY rationalist 

ASSOCIATION. 

The Trombay Ratlonlist Association con- 
ducted its annual day celebration* at Anu- 
ihaktiMagar on February It, !#7I. Star* 
Hariharan Boca jar, who was tbciChief Guest r 
gave an exposition of the historical and mate, 
rialisti: development of Rationalism, a 
byponotic performance with a rationalistic 
iicJi nation was con due led by the President of 
thi Association, Sari Thaqgappan, A variety 
entertainment programme was also presented 
on Hi i s occasion. 



TOf SCIENTISTS FALL TO FACE 
REALITIES 

Annua" Meet a Ritual — ' Time* of 
India *• Januarv 13, 1*71. 

Excerpts from L, K< Sharmas report ob 

the 65th Session of the India Science held it 
Ahmedabad recently: 

'* Surpr'tinglj. the flnngr*** failed to tribe 

note even of those trends which are likely to 
impede the advancement of Science. For 
example, Dr. Raja Ramanxa io hia presidcntia\ 
address at toe anniversary meeting of the 
Indian National Science Academy warned 
about the »trong hold of superstition and a 
ae-n -scientific approach g# lining ground- He 
also defined science's approach to miracles. 
Tte Science Congress did not even pick up 
the thread. 

" Ironically* ihe Science Congress Session 
in Abmedabad coincided witt a grander 
■ Religious " event in the city-Baba JaS Guru- 
dev's Tagna for ushering in the sat yug. Hire 
the Biiba wa» in diraet comauai cation with 
33 Hindu itvta*. 



Tn the course of his many utterances, the 
Baba predicted a major calamity and spoke 
about his attempt to intervene with the 
angry of Gods to lessen its impact. He also 
advised farmers ta take the Sabarm&ti sands 
to their fiilds to reap bumper crops. 

Several Union Ministers, the State Chief 
Minister and some of his cabinet collogues, 
the President of the state unit of the ruling 
party and several other dignitaries went to 
seek the Baba 's blessings. A message sent 
from the Prime Minister's Office said that due 
Lu shortage of lime, Mr. Doai would not be 
able to coma to the yagna . 

What did the Science Congress do :hc-n ? 

Tn a rare display of unanimity 24 recom- 
mendation* on " Science Education and 
Rural Developmsat '*. were passed in no time 
and the august body moved on to more im- 
portant matters which included among other 
things: " Irregularities ,n the election to the 
chemistry section and in the issue of litera- 
ture, unsatisfactory arrangements by the hosts 

and the failure of thf office-hearec* Io supply 
tbe aiaual reports and accounts in advance". 



KARNATAKA RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 

At a meeting held on 15th January, 197ft 
the following members were re-elected to the 
Managing Committee. Prof. A. M, Dh&rma- 
lingarn. President Mr. G, Sivapur, Vtee-F' 
dent, Ur. V.T. Rajashekara Shetty, Sccrc(ary t 
Mr. K. Muthuselvari. Treasurer. The names 
of the othe" mem hers are Messri Haneef 
Jawaid, A. C t Krisrna, N, layaram, N Ethi- 
raj, Mr. and Mrs, M Varadarajan, C \ 
Abraham. Mr, S, G. Jayararo aad Dr. R, 
Murlidhar, It was resolved to approach the 
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A.t.R to allot some time for tte Association 
in its program tuts. 



HARE KRISHNA" ROBS HUNGRY 
INDIANS 
By B K. Tiwari 

In the name of helping huogrj Indians, 
leaders of Hare Krishna sect in West Germany 
collected DM 2.4 m. (about ninety lath 
rupees) but sent to India DM 15,000 
( Rs. €0,000) onl*, pocketing the rest for them 
selves. 

Consequently, 10 members of the iect 
are being tried on charges of fraudulent 
begging and alleged cheating in London 

According to the prosecution, the sect 
had collected the funds from India-sytnpatai- 
scrs in West Gertanny for hungry Tntlian 
children without the Governments p*r mission. 
It did not even render any account to the 
Government which it should have in accor- 
dance with the law of the laud. 

A British national daily said "inv«tlga- 
lloni culminated with a police raid on tht 
«cctr temples in Schloss Rettersboft in tha 

raunus hills, near Frankfurt In December 

1974 when 70 monks were detained Two 

members allegedly escaped to Switzerland 
w iih Jar&e aunis of money '. 

,. ...INDIAN EXPRESS' 
Bangalore 
Dated: 12th Dec 1977 



RATIONALISTS SCARE MIRACLE- 
MONGER 

Dr- Jadhav's bungalow is aituaicd in 

Tilakn.^ar Housing complex in Nagpur-10. 
One night in November 1976, Dr. Jadhav 
nai rated how frc m the tree trunk in bis neigh- 
bourhood, torancrir p OWc '* r afl d kumfcum 
were dripping in the presence of devotees. 



Tha Nagpur Rcti ion ioitnedi 

atc'.y decided to investigate this so called 
supernatural phenomenon Our discussion 
on this was a little loud 

We, including Dr C G. Pande, Dr. 
Kocbhar and Jr. Jadhav went ta the spot 
Tor verification on the 3rd day. But alas ! 
we wave told thit the dripping of turmeric 
powder anti kruuturn had stopped since the 
previous three days, it was also said that the 
Poojari of the tree :runk temple had a * reve- 
lation ' that the miracle would thereafter 
never happen , 

»..«» P. K- Narayanan 



GUJARAT RATIONALIST JOURNAL 

The Gujarat unit propose! to bring out a 
periodical * Pragaa '. They have invited 
articles in English or Gujarati, Tbe inaugjral 
issue is expected to b« relecacd during thiv 
summer. 



CRUBLTY OP SUPPR!5T(TiON 

A youth named Jngadeesan and hll 

friend, K. S* Dasan were bitten by a mad 
dog. Oasan sought and obtained medical 

treatment and was cured' But Jagiideesan 

consulted a priest in tbe nearby temple The 
priest, an exorcist, gave Bhasma, etc. to the 
youth Sometime later ie begin to show 
syimplf-niisof hydrophebia. He was rtshed DO 
the District Hospital but could not saved. 
V. Sarathkumsr, ICadalundi. 



KLRALA RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 

K RA has decided to launch a Dharna on 
4tb March iy?8 in front of the A Radio 
stations in Kerala to protest against rele&ious 
propaganda by Air. 
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The state committee in a resolution 
demanded the Gcvernment to orcer ao enquiry 
in to the beastly attack on the Rationalist 
Sathyagrahis at Guruvayoor on 26 — 12 — 77, 
Our readers are aware the rationalists were 
protesting against gold plating of the sanctum' 
sanctorum of Guruvayoor temple with ISO 
kgs. of purified gold. They also demanded 

tbe surplus aiuout of Rs. 35 lakh* of 
Guruvayoor terucle should be used for the 
uplift of the poor and that the Government 
should have cflecuve control over the adiuinii- 
tratioo of worshipping centres. 

There were 200 volunteers who took out 
a precession at 10 a.m. on 2<5 — 12 — 77 
holding p'.acards and shotting slogans. Later 
they sat near the Dcva*wom office peacefully 
while the Genera! Secretary welcomed the 
gathering. A group of goondas assaulted 
Ms, TJ Kaltnathan, Pavamn, R. lCrlshuan 
kntty Nair. V. P. purushuthavaa, MB- FC. 
and many others. The police were dispassio- 
nate onlookers 

la the meeting in Triclrjr, Mr. C. 
A-hutha Mcnon, fonniei Chief Minister uf 
Kerala. Father Vadakkan, Ecitor. Tliozhilali* 
and others expressed their strong resentment 
against the incident. 



ROURKBLA RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 



They have suggested that the IRA implement 

tha following i 

1. Each IRA unit should have a body to 
investigate miracles, 

2. Members should participate more 

actively ia humanitarian work, 

3. A directory cf Indian Rslional.sti 

may be prepared and published to facilitate 
communication and co-ord.natiou. 



MADHYA PRADESH RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION. 

A group of four members donated blood 
to the Main Hospkiil at Bhilai Steel plant on 
10th February 1971 The Ghief Medical 

Officer congratulated the members appre- 
ciating their humanitarian outlook. 



GUJARAT ASSOCIATION 

Gujarat his become the targst of 
GodffiCn. Last month n Salr»t yagrn was 
performed when abases were showered on the 
Prime Minister for refusing :o attend the farce. 
The Gayatrt yagna is now proposed on which 
i crore of rupees will be sent. A resolution 
'ias been passed warning the Gujarat people 
against this kind of exploitation- 






RRA held a c nfcreaceun 2Isl January in Ahmedabad a group of rationalists 

7S deploring tbe inhuman attack on the are putting up a heroin fight to arouse the 
rationalists hy the believers at Guruvayoor. public against such waste. 



RAMA'S MANDINESS: 

When Sita was to azc^mpaay aim to the foresf he desired her to stay back in the 
palace and act up to the sweet will of Bharatha and by that he said they could stand to 
gain much. At his Sita 0ew into a rage and cried out : " You are an impotent man ! Not 
knowing that you aic a woman ia mele's attire (eunuch) my father has given me in marriage 
to yoo. You ta'k like one who cams his livelihood by lending hi* wife to others ''. On 



hearing this ne executed a somersault 
attitude ". 



saying. 



I wanted only to test your mental 
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The Sita 
Stereotype 

By Margaret Bhatty 



In the west woman Is called Eve; in 
Hindu India she is Sita. Eve if vils because 
she tempted Ad a 3i to eat an apple and brought 
tin into the world. For this th: early Chris- 
tian Fathers heaped calumny upon her. 
Sita, however, is worse off. Sb# is on « pe- 
destal, a paragon of perfection, and the ulti- 
mate in womanly virtue. Paradoxically the 
legends of both wn-ncn have been manipu- 
lated by men to enslave. Tae Christian 
belief declares women disgusting because of 
their sexuality. The Hindu denies them a 
sexual nature altogether. Neither position is 
true a or just* 

In the ftamayana when women scheme, 
men must strive :o be dutiful and do right. 
So Kaikeyi with her jealousy and Lust for 



power initiates the action by forcing Eama 
into exile. The other half of the epic con- 
cerns Sita's abduction v/bitk is brought about 
lie evil machination! of Shurpanaka who 
" conspired evil* sfce of the buck-teeth inden- 
ting her lip, the evil wretch ** In legend* 
ugliness in women is regarded as a sign of 
their malevolent nature. But Havana, even 
as a Raksaasa, is described as handsome 
and godlike. 

" The tale of Sita is a taU of womanly 
faith and self-abnegation. The creative 
imagination of the Hicdm has coneai'ed no 
loftier ond Holier character than Sita; the 
literature of the world has not produced a 
higher ideal of womanly love, womanly truth 
a ud womanly devotion*', wrote Romcsb Dutt- 

Passive Women? 

The italics are mine to show hour passive 
qualities arc wished upon women in mele- 
orienttd societies. The virtues th*> must che- 
rish are'inhtrcnt in the closed system in which 
(hey are held, and to bi good is to be passive, 
obedient, tractable and totally subject to the 
male wilt. 

In Kamban's Raraayana the first time 
Rama and Sita speak to each other is vtheo 

lie tcils her of bis banishment- In a com— 
mentary on Sita one writer says : " liven till 
very recently, and now too, in many Hindu 
homes the young wife is neither teen nor 
heard. 1. And again;" Sita stands as the ideal 
to all Hindu India for that speechless wifely 
love of immeasurable depth." 



Killing at Electronic Speed 



Ram, the hero of ihe epic, singly kills 14,000 Ratsha&as of dreaded dseds within a 
short period of nearly 24 minutes, 

SENSELESS EXAGGERATION 

Ha num. an jumps over the sea which is no less than 800 miles in breadth. At 
the command of Sugmeva, billions and trillions o;' monkeys soon became i,ullecie<3 at 
Kishtindha, 
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Where elst could one And such a forth- 
fight denial of personhod to woman ? it is 
this kind of subjugation that is responsible 
for the maliciousness thai so often vitiates 
Indian domestic life making daughter* in-law 
victim*. Romantic poetry is oie thins, bet 
to know the reality one has only to read the 
daily reports in our papers of" accidents" 
and " suicides " by burning stoves Tragi- 
cally, none of these situs have the benefit of 
a poet's fancy to save them from the flames, 

Pfcty needs no intelligence 

To fce pious, faithful and good demands 
no great intelligcaec and in the besi tradition 
of self-denial Sita utters her own indictment 
in Vatmiki's Ramayana when she demands 
her right t j accompany Rama into exile: 

" Car and steed and gilded palace, 

vain arc these to woman's life. 

Dearer is her husband's shadow to 
the bved and loving wife! For ray 
mother often taught me and m\ 
father often spoke. Thai her home 
the wedded worn an doth besides her 
husbiiud make. As the shadow to 
the substance, to her lord the faith- 
ful wfe. And she parts not from her 
consort till she parti with fleeting 
life!" 

He all, she nothing ? 

Admirable sentiments, nobly otprcised 
for if marriage is not a bond of such utter 



commitment, then It is not marriage But 
only if the wonan believes herself a " sha- 
dow * only if she sees herself as derived 
from her husband, as Eve was shaped of 
Adam's rib a secondary thing, without proof 
of Lnv identity ex=ept what she can claim 
UiWigh he/ Lord, Oily if unequal acss pre- 
nSkt til and she nothing. Butnotifshe 
has used her mind to become a nuclear 
physicist, an I.A.S. officer, t commercial 
pilot or a High Court Judge. 

However, lo most other women, who like 
Sita see themselves as " shadows " no choice 
is offered i ri directing their own de* tidies. 
If marring bb intole they are ad- 

l to endure it. If the/ reject it, their 
parents turn from t hem, society condemns 
them as flawed, and being women they can- 
not even hope to obtain fill justice through 
i t ttfw They ire s Endows and tbere is ao 
substao.ee to their claim to hap plot is or self- 
determination. They expected to suffer after 
\kc example sot by Ska and they gain merit 

emainiag " Gems of Constancy and 
Chastity*. 

Tn proving that it can h<>. done Site 
set an example fix all subsequent cioe- 
maiic heroines, too. Kara ho'i Sita agonises 
through twenty tbunsae the> in turn take up 
a goad few reek with a qj ruber of heart- 
rending songs thrown in for goodjmeisufe, and 
having passed all tests of their constancy 



THE PERIOD OF RAMAYANA 

*Hf ?' B : La J* form e f Director Genera; uf Archaeoloaical Survev of India and at 
Z^^L l'^ 4eoU >^l School of Shivaji Udvenity, gJE«£ condu tin/a 
th! h^i r£ cauiiJai «? O0 lhe s,tes pertaioiDg to the Rdnavana. especially Avodhva 

rt. birth place of Ran, publically declared that Ayodbya was not m existence before , & 

*u™ u I ; lcilsed , I 11 th0S:: "' hQ Muld n3t acce P l his fi^iigs as true to go with him to the 
place whe-e be would te=t the earthen pats scientifically in front of anyone 

Internal evidence shows the epic belonged to 2nd or 3id csntury AD. 

prior i?Vc C wM ^- k }S l &, *& ? Vapara ***& ** *> * WHod hWutd* of vears 

S a oertod o-ioT £% r aV*^ i A! °V n S* qi1 "*"* h caanot be P™« d "> belong 
to a period p.ior to B.C. iOO. In the epic the weapons made of iion era refer*. t« 

which could not be prior to B.C. 600 whei such weapons were first used 
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wita flying colours, are finally rewarded with 

beatitude 



Constancy Tait 

Not a singe man in the audience would 
want to see it happen otherwise Foi the 
iruti is that the Ramayana is not in much a 
|dl of woman's constancy as a vindication 
of a husband's right t- insist on that cons- 
tancy. Rama's jedous suspicion is all of a 
piece with this system of values. When he 
arrives n Lanka and confronts Sra he aiks 
how she ' stayed content one year in capital 
of Rakshasas of evil walk of life- With 
what design have you returned, unabashed ? 
That I should cherish vou **' 



He .lays he fought to retrieve his honour, 

not her. The doubts he eapresies of ber 
chastity fit in with men's belief that women 
lack strength of character to keep their owe 
virtue, and when left an protected, they 
succumb. As a result few Indian met learn 
to feci decently about genuine, pi atonic yet 
warm friendships with women, Girls who 
mix freely and without a suitable show of 
false modesty are regarded as fas;, and the 
apparent freedom with which western women 
walk and t :1k suggests decadence to narrow 
Indian thinking 



Site as victim 

Sita*s predicament here is something all 
India* women live wife, be ihey Hindu, 
Muslim. Christian, or any other Malicious 
talK and slander is character igtic of out society, 
and sadly enough women themselves contri- 
bute to this denigration hi no email measure 
" For she dwelt in Ravana's dwelling— 
rum our clouds a woman's fame," says the 
test. " Dearer tban a dark suspicion to a 
worn An is her death.** '* Funeral flam* 
dispels suspicion, honour lives when woman 
dies I " Jauhar and self-immolation was 
the reply forced upon women to sati 
standards of personal honour. And in this 
respect Sifa was the fi-st victim. 

Reject male egotism ! 

It is only toward* the end of the epic 
that Ska really '.urns admirable — and bow 
eloquent she can he in her impassioned 
moments 3 In her refjsai to undergo a 
second test by fire to satisfy Rama she 
acquires real stature and credibility. It is 
more than her self-estsena can talee, and for 
ths first lime she rejects nulrighi her role as 
victim to male egotism. Only by a similar 
rejection can Indian women today hope to 

achieve self- determination, and establish &i 

valid their claim to personhood without 
reference to out-moded convention and 

ancient rrvtbology. 



Hindus' sense of History 



K.M Panitkar tells us. "Hindus as a people attached no importance to Historical 
and biographical writing, resulting in an almost complete absence cf historical literature in 
Sanskrit and other Indian anguages. 

'Regular djnastic histories begin only with the Mush mi wbo established their rule 
in North India In the 13th century. But these chronicles also deal only with limited dynastic 
wars and domestic revolution and are overlaid with religious fanaticism and prejudice". 
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fttvic* by Margaret Bhatty 

Dr. Kovoor 

Octogenary 

Souvenir 

Edited bi/ B. Prcmonand 






This Souvenir is published as a tribute to 
Dr. Abraham Kovoor on the occasion of bis 
eightieth birthday and it Is a hook which all 
rationalists will find of interest. Not only 
does jt give us a personal portrait of this 
remarkable man : it also provides other 
thought-provoking , reading od topics of rele- 
vance to the rationalist cause. 

Readers of FREETHOUGHT are 
familiar with Df. Kovoor s writings and 
already know something of his background 
It is always interesting to find how often it 
is those from very orthodox and religious 

backgrounds who in time become the most 

articulate Febeli- To quote Charles T. Gor- 
ham on Ingersotl from Pavanan's article 
" Kovoor, The Infidel " : "So many Free- 
thinkers have been the sons of clergy men that 
there is probably a law of nature by whicfc 
thcology carries its retribution in its own 
bosom.' 



Modal to Indian worn 



M 



Accounts of Dr. Kovoor's family back- 
ground and life include interesting photo- 
graphs of him&cli . his unusual wife Accamma 
(who ought to serve as a model to Indian 
women in ier rationalism,!, his son Aries, and 
many other etnlnsnt rationalist! who nave 
had the privilege of being associated with 
Dr, Kovoor' s wort in India. 



The Souvenir include? phonal tes:i- 
monies from people who were privileged to 
be Dr- Kovoor's students, sod those be 
helped in an unusual manner in coping with 
severe psychological problems arising from 
ieligiujs superstition. There is also an 
account by Dr. fCovoor himself "On Look™™ 
Back" in which with bis usual fine humour 
he tells of some of the incidents that shaped 
his life 

■Universal man' 

The man who emcrgci ss a man of maay 
parts— a universal man— an intellectual with 
a truly scientific outlook. A man whose 
simple dignity is Indicative of his purity of 
intent- A man who has that rare insight and 
intuition to recognise fraud where ha discerns 
it along with the courage lo expose It no 
matter what opposition he might f ice Bjt 
above all, a man with that sense of humanity 
which transcends all man-made barriers of 
creed, caste md community, guided always 
by the clear light of reason. 

The boob also includes a revitw by M.G- 
Radr aknshnin of Dr, Kovoor's bock Begoit 
Godmen published by Jaico In India which 
received considerable publicity from its 
reviews in the national press. Also included 
it the miracle exposure campaign and the 
continuing battle against godmen— two causst 
to which the IRA has devoted much attention. 
In addition there are erudite and thoughtful 
essays on subjects such as "Wan Created God 
and Religion" by Q. Vjswanathan t " An 
Exploration into The Rational Space" by 
A P Jayaraoan, "The Attitude of a Scientist 
Towards Miracles'* by Dr. M. Ramanadham, 
and « thought-provoking article ou a topic of 
endless interest to Indian rationalists : 
" Secular Stale—The Problem of Definition " 
by Prof. A S. Pataakar* 

I found this Souvenir of enormous 
interest. It is attratively and neatly printed 
and obviously a labour of love into which the 
Editor, Compiler and members of the Souvenir 
Committee have put a gr*at deal of timt acid 
effort- I commend it 17 you. 
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TEST FOR 
REASON NO.6 



On a train, Smith, Robinson and Jor.es 
are the fireman, guard and tugiue driver, but 
NOT respectively. Also atjr&ad trie train are 
three businessmen who have the same names 
Mr Smith, Mr. Robinson and Mr. Jones 

I, Mr, Robinson lives in Manchester. 

2 the guard lives exactly half-way 
betvreen London and Manchester. 

} Mr. Jo ubs euros exactly £ 4090 a 
year- 

4. The guird's nearest neighbour, 
one of the passengers, earns exactly seven 
times a* much as the guard 

J. Smith b*ats the fireman at snooker. 

% t The passenger! whose name is the 
tame as the guard's lives ic Loodoi* 
Who is the Engine Driver ? 

RULES . 

I* The entries should be received ou or 
before 25- J— 71. 

2. There is a prize of Rs. 10 in the form 
of books to be sent to the winner. If there aie 
more than one :orrect •ntry, the prize will be 
decided on lots 

3, Readers are requested to quote their 
Membership number ar subscription numbeT. 

Hw fo lowior. have seat correct solution 
for " Test for Reason No 4 *\ 

1. Mr. Nelson Gomez. Cochin 



Mr. P. V. Jayaprakash, Bandra 

3. Mr. T. P. Kunhiraman, Kerala 

4. Mr- R. Lakshminarayanan, Banga- 



lore. 



7. 
Madras. 

I 

9. 



5. Not. G R. Menon. Ahmedabad. 
::i. Mr. K . Muralikrishna, Fluru. 
Mr. J. Ravindranath Siagh, 



Mr. B. Surcsh Kumar, Bombay* 
Ms. B. Vimala, Repalle. 



Mr G. R Menon, Ahmedabad gets the 
prize iu tbe draw. 

Solution fof Test No. 5 

Though the frequency for both the routi 
nos, 2 J and 25 is JO minutes, the buses on 
rojtc no. 23 come to thai particular stop 
2 minutes after the buses on route no. 25 
leave the place* For example, the buses on 
rojte uo. 25 come to that particular bua stop 
atfcay 4 p,m*. 4-30 p.m. ,$ p.m. » J-30 p.ra and 
soon *vhils buses on route no. 13 come there 
at 4-03 p m, 4-32 p.m., 302 p.m.. 5-32 
p.m. *od so nn. Mr. Si van ma Tyer would 
be able to catch bus no . 21 only if he is able to 
come f.o the bus slop during tie 2 minutes in- 
terval between the departure of bus no. 25 and 
arrival of bus no, 23. On tbe other hand he 
wsll be able to get bus ao. 25 at any tims 
during the 28 minutes interval between the 
departure of bus no. 21 and arrival of bus 
no. 2f . Thus out of 365 days, he was able to 
get bus no. 25 on 341 occasions and statist!' 
cally ae was *ble to get bus no, 23 on l'15th 
on 3e5 days. i.e. 24.3daysor say 25 cays The 
number of visits be made to Siva anc Vishnu 
temples was only proportionate to Ine time 
for which he had to wait for each of these 
buses 

The names of the winners will be pub 
lished in tbe next issue. 
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For more detailed true versions of Ramftyana' Pleas* read tb» Following books: 

English : A true Reading of Ramayana by Periyar EVR 
My study of Ramayana by P, H. Gupta 
Hindu Epics- Histcric Dr Imaginary b> Prof, Surlndtra Ajnat 

Tamil Ramayana Pattiranial by Periyar E. V. R. 

Ramayana Natakatn by Thiruvarur Thingaraj 
Kamba Rasamby C N. Anna3ur*.i 

Telugu : Ramayana Rahasyalu by Kotha Satyanarajana Choudary 

Rama^actd Vitfaa Vriks'aain (3 volumeij by M up pale Raugaaayakainina 

Jabali by Narla Venkateswara Rao 

Satyakama Jabali by C. V. 

Sambuka Vadha by Tripuraneni Rimaswaray Choudnary 

Ramayana Viseshamulu by Suravaram Pratapa Ruddy 

Asokam by Muddukrishna 

Seetba Agni Fravesam by Cnalam 

Bengali Lar.bavatbone Sutra 



STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP AND OTHER PARTICULAR 

REGARDING * FftEETHOUGHT ' 

(From IV Sec- Rule 8) 



1 Place of pjblioatlon 

2 Period i 

I Printer's Name 
Nationality 

Address 

4 Publisher's Name 
Nationality 
Address 

5 Editor's Name 
Nationality 
Address 

6 Name and address of individuals 
who own the Newspapers and 
Partners and Shareholders told'ng 
irorc than ore F ercen t °f the total 
capital, 



Madras 

Monthly 

T. S. Selvaraj 

Indian 

IS. Venkstramier Street. Madras-I 

C« A Seshadri 

Indian 

18 H.V.R. Avenue, 

28, Panthson Rn*d. MndrAA-600008 

C. A. Seshadri 

Indian 

18 t.v.R. Avenue, 

2*, Pantheon Road, Madrag-60 1 

Indian Rationalist Association. 
\%, E.V.R. Avenue, 
2», Pantheon Rosd, 
Madrai 40000S 



T, C. A* Seshidri, hereby declare tba' lh« paiticnlara glv»n above are trua ta the beat 
of my knowledge and belitf. 
Date; 1-3-7* fC. A, SESHADRI) 

Signature of Publishers. 



FREETHOUGHT 



March, 1978 



REGD NO: 9129 



Rationalist Books for Sale 



Besides various bocks and Booklets advertised in January aud Februa 
FREETHOUGHT the following Rationalist boofcs are aiso available: 



2 
3 

4 
5 

C 

7 

i 
n 

12 
13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
lit 

19 
20 
21 
22 

24 

25 



Bible Absurdities by J. Bowc«n 

Bible eou-.radicts itself b> J Bowden 

Archaeology and the Libia 

Creation or Evulutku 

Herbert W- Armstrong end His World svide church of Ood by 

J. Bowden 

Dwarfing of Man by V. ICinsky 

iv,. In i n of Political phtloaphy at M.M Roy— G.P. Bbatlacharjee 

The future of Indian politics— M. N. Roy 

The Russian Revalulion by M. N, Roy 

The HiKiauJit way to Democracy by M. N. Eta} 
Dr. Rovour Octogeoary souvenir 
Ssnseaod Nonsease by Ms, SaUntala Paranjp*e 
Thoughts on linguistic states Dr. B. R, Ambi-dkar 
thus spoke the Buddha 
Why 1 gave up my ancestors' Religion 
Veriyarana— Prof. M* Dharaalbgam 
A true Rcadiug of R»raayana— Periyar E, V,R. 
Peiivar L V, R. 
Periyar— Man or Revolutionary 
Kubaiyai of Omar Khayyam 
Satan's poems— n>r. G. H. lyotisankar 
l-R BETHOUGHT Vol. IV 1974 Hard Board 
„ vol. v iy. r ? ,, 

Vol. VI 1916 „ 
Vol VII 1977 ,, 
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Fur Tncni'.jc-Mjf IRA postage (by crdiaoiy post Is free). Others] may kindly 
arid 10% of the value of books towards postage, packing and forwarding 

ees. 
To avoid heavy V.P P. charges please order for bookt with full advance 
For price li&tt for Telugu and Tamil boofci please write tor 

Tht General Secretary, 
Indian Rationalist Association. 

28/18. Paatheon Road, 
Madras— 600 001. 
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